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Guidance and Information

1 What are the Unite Foundation Scholarship HElI Grants?

The Unite Foundation Scholarship has operated since 2012/13 and gives care leaver/experienced
and estranged students a free ensuite student bedroom in a purpose-built halls of residence for a
maximum of 3 years of university life. No rent, no bills; 365 days a year for up to 3 years of eligible
study.

The HEI Grants now enable Higher Education Institutions (HEI) to deliver Unite Foundation
Scholarships utilising their own halls of residence. The Unite Foundation Grants will meet 75% of
the year round tenancy cost, with the HEI grantee contributing 25%.

2 About the Unite Foundation

The Unite Foundation is a charitable incorporated organisation, registered with the Charity
Commission in England and Wales and the Scottish Charity Regulator. We offer a unique
accommodation scholarship for care leaver/experienced and estranged young people at university.
Independent analysis undertaken by JISC in 2022 examined 10 years of Unite Foundation
accommodation support for estranged and care leaver students. The report indicated the
statistically significant positive impact that the scholarship has on progression, completion and
grade outcomes.

The Foundation itself was established in 2012 by Unite Group, a developer and manager of student
accommodation. Unite Group remains the principal donor and makes an annual donation to the
Unite Foundation to support scholarships, student community and advocacy work.

Donations of over £18 million have been received since inception.

3  What constitutes a Unite Foundation Scholarship

Unite Foundation Scholarships provide free full year accommodation for a maximum of three years
of undergraduate study. This is an accommodation scholarship, not a cash award, and is delivered
only through designated halls of residence that meet the Foundation’s requirements.

To date, 953 young people have been awarded a Unite Foundation scholarship with 505 having
already graduated. In 2027/28 a further 110 scholarship places will be available through our national
network of partnership universities. The expectation is that a minimum of 70 new will be made every
new academic year.

Alongside the security of a safe and stable home at university, the scholarship provides a coherent
and holistic wellbeing and welfare response, delivered through appropriately staffed
accommodation settings.
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NOTE: The scholarship cannot be applied to privately rented accommodation or house-shares; if a
student chooses to move off campus into private housing, the scholarship is placed in abeyance
until they return to designated halls in a future eligible year.

4  Why has the charity developed the HEI grants now?

The Unite Foundation continually seeks to develop the scholarships, both as a reflection of continual
learning, and to widen awareness of accommodation as a proven progression and retention tool for
care experienced and estranged students.

In 2017, the Unite Foundation expanded its university partner network three-fold through an open
call. In 2023, the charity undertook the first of two pilots by open call, to test grant funding in HEI-
owned halls. In 2026 we held another open call for universities wishing to co-fund scholarships in
their accommodation for 2028/29 academic year onwards.

Each contract for grant funding relates to one cohort of student being supported up to 3 years of
study.

5 What students are eligible for a Unite Foundation scholarship?

The scholarships are for undergraduate study only. We do not provide scholarships for
postgraduate courses, foundation years, second undergraduate degrees or second attempts at a
first degree.

The Unite Foundation adopts the same definitions around care and estrangement that the different
national governments use so that we can understand and communicate our impact in the same
policy contexts.

+ Care Experienced (Scotland) - The Scottish authorities define a care experienced student
as being aged 16 years or over and having, at any time in their lives, been looked after by a
Local Authority. To evidence this status students must share their SAAS award letter
confirming Care Experience Students Bursary or alternatively provide a Local Authority letter.
The Local Authority letter must explicitly state ‘care experienced’ OR ‘looked after’ OR ‘care
leaver'.

+ Statutory Care Leaver (NI, Wales, England) - Care Leaver is a legal status that can begin at
age 16 and lasts until 25 if in Higher Education. There are several different categories of Care
Leaver but all legal definitions are eligible for the Unite Foundation Scholarship Scheme. To
evidence this status, students must share a Local Authority letter on headed paper
confirming being statutory care leaver; ideally stating which category i.e. Relevant, Former
Relevant, Eligible or Qualifying. Alternatively, students can provide a copy of their most
recent national (Student Finance England, Student Finance Wales or Student Finance
Northern Ireland) student finance award confirming that they are in receipt of funds
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specifically for care leavers.

Estranged from family - Student Finance (Student Finance England, Student Finance
Northern Ireland, Student Finance Wales) or Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS),
considers a young person an independent student on the basis of being estranged from
parents if they are permanently not in contact. This could be biological parents, adoptive
parents, or only living parent. The student is asked to share the evidence of an award (or
application for an award) as evidence of their estranged status. Please note, students who
are independent due to self-funding, bereavement or marriage for example are not
considered estranged.

Additional eligibility criteria - In addition to care or estranged status, applicants must also
meet all of the following criteria:

o Aged 25 or under on 1*t September of the application year
o Undertaking first attempt at, and only, course of undergraduate study and
o NOT undertaking Foundation or Masters level study

o Studying at, or holding a firm choice offer from the Unite Foundation partner
university and

o UK home fee status student, i.e. not an international student and
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o Inreceipt of, or applying for, tuition fee and maintenance loans via Student Finance
reflecting care leaver/care experienced/estranged student status for the full duration
of your course (or NHS funding).

6 Eligible Years of Study and Use of Three-Year Scholarship
Entitlement:

The Unite Foundation Scholarship provides up to three years of free accommodation
during a student’s undergraduate programme. Students may choose which three eligible
years they wish to use, subject to the following rules:

» Eligible undergraduate years:

The scholarship can be used for any three years of eligible undergraduate study.

e Foundation years:

Foundation years are not eligible for scholarship support. Students on integrated
programmes that begin with a foundation year may apply from Year 1 of the
undergraduate degree onwards.

o Four and five year undergraduate degrees (including Scottish programmes):
Students may choose any three eligible years of their programme, excluding
foundation years or any integrated Masters component.

« Six year programmes with a foundation year (e.g. Gateway or extended
professional routes):

The foundation year is not eligible. Students may use the scholarship for any three
eligible years from Year 1 onwards.

o Repeat/resit years:

Repeat or resit years are not covered by the scholarship. Students must self-fund
accommodation in these years, after which the scholarship may resume for
remaining eligible years.

e Placement or study abroad years:

Placement years are normally not funded, as students typically live away from
university accommodation.

If, however, the placement is located close enough for the student to remain in
their designated hall, the student may elect to use the scholarship for that year as
one of their three eligible years.

This framework ensures that students on a wide range of degree structures—three year,
four year, Scottish degrees, and integrated programmes—can benefit consistently from
the scholarship.
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7  How many scholarships are awarded each year?

In 2026/27 there were 70 Unite Foundation Scholarships available with 351 eligible applications so
just under 20% of eligible applications were successful. An application from a student represents a
chance, but not a guarantee, of a scholarship.

8 How are the Unite Foundation scholarships administered?

The Unite Foundation hosts an online platform to enable students to apply directly for a scholarship
and the application window is open from January to June each cycle. Applications are simple and
require only content relevant to the eligibility and selection processes.

Throughout the application process, the university partner can see and review student details via a
protected and secure online portal. Universities are not expected to pre-identify specific students;
applications are made centrally by students through the Unite Foundation platform. It is the role of
the partner to validate factual elements like date of birth, course of study etc whilst the Unite
Foundation takes ownership of checking eligibility status of having experience of care or
estrangement For incoming students this process enables the university to reach out and deliver a
strong onboarding experience for both eligible and ineligible students.

9 How are the scholarship awards decided?

The Unite Foundation Scholarship Scheme is sadly not able to provide awards for every eligible young
person and applies scheme priorities to decide how awards are allocated each year. These priorities
are to:

+ balance scholarships between estranged and care leaver/experienced students
+ reflect a range of academic ability and course choice
+ balance scholarships throughout the partner university network.

This means that an eligible application offers only a chance and not a guarantee of a scholarship
award. No single scheme priority carries greater weight than another and applicants cannot influence
the outcome of the award in any way. If an eligible application is unsuccessful initially, students are
placed on a reserve list and can go through the adjustment and clearing process.

The selection of awards is conducted blind by the Unite Foundation team to a set of balanced criteria;
the Foundation also takes ownership of all post-selection communication to all applicants.

10  Reserve list, adjustment and clearing process

Scholarships made vacant for any reason will then be made available for students in the ‘reserve’ list
category from the same city. Where multiple candidates exist, the Unite Foundation will select
replacement scholarship students.
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If no suitable candidates exist to fill vacant scholarship places in a specific location, other university
partners will be contacted to explore increasing their overall scholarship populations from their
‘reserve’ list.

11 What are the terms of the scholarship for the student?

On being awarded a scholarship each student signs the terms of their award (via Docusign).

12 What expectations are there of the grantee HEI?

As with any widening participation or inclusion measures, the university would be expected to
promote the scholarship as well as support existing students and applicants to navigate the
application process. Annual reporting of academic progress is central to the purpose of the
scholarships, and Grantees should also expect to periodically discuss with the Foundation other
measures related to creating a ‘#HomeAtUniversity for care experienced and estranged students.
Partnership will require active engagement from operational, philanthropy and executive leadership
contacts in the grantee HEL

The Foundation requires that scholarship accommodation is located within a staffed environment
where a direct wellbeing and welfare interface is available to students in their home setting. Staffing
must be provided by University employed personnel, not third party suppliers, security only models,
or campuswide services accessed by self-referral. Arrangements relying solely on these models are
unlikely to meet the intention of the scholarship.

Accommodation used to deliver the scholarship must be single occupancy, ensuite rooms within HEI
owned or agreed halls. Institutions may identify up to two example buildings at expression of interest
stage, and should set defined boundaries of choice to ensure comparable pricing across rooms
offered.

Early arrival for scholarship students may be offered subject to availability. While encouraged where
it can support student need, early entry is not a required or guaranteed element of the grant.

Institutions may set defined boundaries of room choice to ensure broadly comparable pricing across
scholarship rooms, while still allowing reasonable student choice within those limits.

Any UK HEI may apply to deliver scholarships in their own halls of residence. Institutions without their
own halls may still apply where suitable Unite Students accommodation is located nearby and can be
used to house scholarship students.

13 Timeline of grant application process

The timeline and important dates for the 2028/29 application process:

October 2026 to March 2027 Information and discussion phase with
information webinars and template contracts

The Unite Foundation

is a CIO registered in
England and Wales 1198601
Scotland SC051987



Foundation

28" May 2027

Deadline for 2028/29 bids

June

Selection of 28/29 grantees by Board of Trustees

June — October 2027

28/29 Contract finalising

NOTE: Institutions may reapply in future cycles, even if previously unsuccessful.
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FAQ's
Related to Accommodation:

Q: Would accommodation be eligible if halls staff are provided by a third party, if support services
are available elsewhere on campus, or if buildings only have 24/7 security but no onsite wellbeing
focused staff?

A: In most cases, no. For accommodation to be eligible, the Foundation expects a staffed environment
in which scholarship students have a direct wellbeing and welfare interface within their home
setting, rather than relying solely on campuswide support services accessed by self-referral.
Arrangements where halls are operated entirely by third party staff, where support services are
located elsewhere on campus, or where buildings only have security presence, typically do not meet
this requirement. If your model differs or you believe your staffing structure may still meet the
intention of the scholarship, please get in touch for a detailed discussion.

Q: Is the grant paid to the student or to the university? Is the 75% funding a contribution toward
accommodation costs per student, or a set lump sum?

A: Grants are paid annually to the university, not to students. The funding represents a 756%
contribution to the contracted annual cost of the accommodation allocated to scholarship
students, with the university contributing the remaining 25%. These grants are based on actual costs.

Q: We have several buildings that we could identify or make available — would you prefer just one?

A: The expression of interest form asks for up to two buildings as examples of relevant halls. These
examples help the Foundation understand the type of accommodation you intend to use. You may
have a wider range of eligible buildings in practice, but only two are needed at the initial stage.

Related to Application:

Q: If one to four scholarship students are likely to be selected at our institution, should we plan to
make an equivalent number of en-suite rooms available?

A: Yes. Once the final number of scholarships for your institution is confirmed during the contracting
stage, your accommodation team will need to ringfence the corresponding number of en-suite rooms
for scholarship students.

Q: Do you ask for evidence of estranged or care leaver status — and if so, what is required?

A: Yes. All applicants must provide evidence of their estranged or care leaver status as part of the
scholarship application. This evidence is uploaded by the student and reviewed by the Unite
Foundation.

The Unite Foundation

is a CIO registered in
England and Wales 1198601
Scotland SC051987



Foundation

Q: The cost share is a 75:25 split between the Unite Foundation and partner institutions. Would
you consider a 50:50 split to increase the number of awards available?

A: We are not exploring alternative percentage splits at this time. The current 75:25 model is designed
to encourage participation from a wide range of HEls, including those with more constrained
resources. We believe this approach widens accessibility to the scholarship and supports a diverse
network of institutional partners.

Q: How quickly are applications processed, and when do students find out if they have been
successful?

A: The scholarship application window opens in January, and awards are made in June following the
completion of eligibility checks and the selection process. Clearing and adjustment then continue until
the end of August to fill any vacancies that arise. Applicants are reminded to secure affordable
accommodation independently, as submitting an application does not guarantee an award. The full
timeline for grant awards is outlined in the accompanying slides and guidance materials.

Q: Is the 15 month lead time an issue if rents are not formally agreed until 10-11 months before the
start of the tenancy?

A: No. The Expression of Interest portal is designed to capture information for up to three cycles in
advance, and we understand that a degree of flexibility is required. We ask universities to provide any
known costs along with an estimated year-on -year inflation percentage where final rents are not
yet confirmed.

Q: What kind of evaluation of the programme is expected or provided?

A: The Unite Foundation conducts ongoing evaluation of the scholarship by tracking progression,
completion, and degree attainment outcomes, comparing these with those of non- care leaver and
non-estranged students. This analysis helps us understand the impact of the scholarship and
supports continuous improvement of the programme. HEls may also be asked to contribute relevant
academic progress data as part of this evaluation process.

Related to Scholarship:

Q: We typically allocate students to accommodation late in the cycle, after A level results are
released (August/September). Is this compatible with the scholarship scheme?

A: In most cases, no. The Unite Foundation scholarship application window closes well before this
point, and awards are made in June, with clearing and adjustment continuing only until late August.
Institutions that allocate accommodation exclusively after A-level results are therefore unlikely to be
able to participate in the scheme. However, if your allocation timelines are flexible or can be adapted,
please contact us for a 1.1 discussion to explore whether participation may still be possible.
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Q: Is the scholarship available to international students as well as home students?

A: No. The scholarship is only available to students with UK home fee status; international students
are not eligible.

Q: What happens if a student is awarded a scholarship but then leaves the accommodation?

A: If a scholarship student leaves their accommodation, the room should ideally be made available for
re-sale in order to conserve charitable funds. Where this is not possible, the room cost is met as per
the agreed contract.

Q: If a student has received the scholarship for a first undergraduate degree, can they apply again
if they start another undergraduate course or a postgraduate course?

A: No. The scholarship is only available for a student’s first undergraduate programme. It cannot be
awarded for a second undergraduate degree or for any postgraduate study.

Q: Would students with January entry points be eligible?

A: January entry is not typical within the scholarship model, but eligibility may be possible where the
scholarship and university application cycles align. Institutions with January start programmes are
encouraged to contact the Unite Foundation for a 1:1 discussion to explore feasibility.

Q: What happens if a student’s circumstances change during the grant period — for example, if
they are no longer estranged?

A: The Unite Foundation does not reassess or monitor estrangement circumstances once a
scholarship has been awarded. If a student has been granted estranged status by Student Finance, we
accept this for the full duration of their scholarship, recognising that family relationships can be fluid
and that reconciliation may not be stable, long term or supportive. The student remains eligible for
their scholarship entitlement regardless of subsequent changes in personal circumstances.
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